
 1

 

World Muskie Alliance 

Ken O'Brien Summary Report 

March 24, 2011 
 

*All Tackle Canadian Record Muskellunge / O.F.A.H. / Ontario Record Fish Registry 

*Line class record / International Game Fish Association 

*Power Trolling subdivision all-tackle record muskellunge / Freshwater Fishing Hall of 

Fame 

 

Angler, Mr. Ken O'Brien 

October 16, 1988 

Length 58”, girth 30 ½”, weight 65lb. 0oz. 

Georgian Bay, Ontario Canada 

 
  

 

Introduction WMA O'Brien Summary Report  

 

The World Muskie Alliance (WMA) was originally assembled to help resolve the 

controversy surrounding the three largest record muskies.  Now that this work is 

complete, it remains our sincere hope that this undertaking will someday help to unite the 

muskie community by providing valuable research, and provide a better overall 

understanding into the species maximum growth potential.  For those not familiar with 

our earlier research, there are many similarities between the 2005 Spray Summary, the 

2008 Johnson Summary, and this 2011 O'Brien Summary.   

 

Although the IGFA and FWFHoF have elected to retain their dubious muskellunge 

records, the overwhelming majority of educated muskie anglers have agreed with our 

findings.  Further information is available on our website:  

 

www.worldmuskiealliance.com  

 

 

O'Brien Summary components  

 

Part 1, DCM photo analysis / Part 2, photographs of the mold casts / Part 3, Mr. Larry 

Ramsell's eyewitness account.  Due to the recent capture of this fish, our research did not 

require the type of extensive research as in our earlier reports.  Therefore, the O'Brien 

Summary Report only contains three basic components with a short summary and 

recommendation.  
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Photogrammetry Introduction  

 

The following is a brief preface that will provide a general background for interpreting 

the DCM Technical Services solutions.  Photogrammetry is the art, science, and 

technology of obtaining reliable information and measurements about physical objects 

and the environment through the processes of recording, measuring, and interpreting 

photographic images utilizing the sciences of geometry, mathematics, and physics 

combined.  In short, photogrammetry is a science that extracts measurements from two 

dimensional images and has been used successfully tens of thousands of times to 

determine the locations of marks and objects long after the items in the scene are no 

longer available for measurements.  

 

DCM Technical Services  

 

Mr. Dan Mills of Toronto, Canada-based DCM Technical Services is the leading 

PhotoModeler software instructor and photogrammetrist who determined the maximum 

possible length of the fish in our two earlier reports.  In our ongoing effort to hold each 

fish to the same standard, we once again turned to this expert for a professional review.  

 

Part 1. DCM photo analysis  

 

From: Dan Mills  

Subject: RE: follow-up 

 

Here is the image with O’Brien and the ruler. I superimposed an enlarged version 

of the center of the ruler. I marked off every increment that I could identify a 

number by using an arrow. #1 and 2 were washed out enough that I could not see 

a smudge where a number would be. I copied the arrows below and moved them 

up and they match perfectly with the final two number positions and the top edge 

of the ruler. I started marking numbers up and down from #16 since that was a 

clear one to identify and begin marking from . Using that, zero ended at the top of 

the ruler and the bottom increment was 36. It is a yardstick.  

Dan  
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Mr. Ken O'Brien with his muskie. (superimposed yardstick / 1" increments by DCM). 

From: Dan Mills  
Subject: measurements   

Taking measurements from the image with O’Brien I get 52.3” +/- 1”. In this image, the 
36”ruler is 2901 pixels long and the muskie is 4215 pixels long. (4215 pixels X 36”) / 
2901 pixels = 52.3” 
Taking measurements from the image with the woman I get 53.4” +/- 1”. In this image 
the 36” ruler is 3001 pixels long and the muskie is 4452 pixels long. (4452 X 36”) / 3001 
pixels = 53.4”   

Both of these are measured from bottom of tail to tip of jaw. The discrepancy I believe 
comes from the ruler being held more in-plane by the woman. She is gripping it more 
lightly and with a narrower grip so it appears to be hanging a little more vertical and in 
the same vertical plane as the muskie.  

 Dan 


